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Virginia Wolf's Shakespeare's Sister 
Virginia Wolfs handles a lot of issues that women go through in her essay, Shakespeare's Sister. She notes that women in the Renaissance and the 19th century. She says that women in the 18th were not encouraged to be artists and that is why many of them did not write or many pieces of art as their male counterparts of that century. To bring the image of women in the Shakespearian period and their place in the society, Wolf, exemplifies herself to Shakespeare's sister, uses rhetorical questions as well as imagery to explain how women and girls were downgraded during the Renaissance. 
In the essay, Wolf makes herself Shakespeare's sister to take her audience back to the Renaissance. By being Shakespeare's sister, she means that she lived in the same era as Shakespeare. This then means that she should have enjoyed all the privileges that the men in Shakespeare's era (Beer, 132). She then shows that at that time, there are no works of art that women wrote, meaning that the women were dormant in the art in those times insinuating that they were not given a chance to showcase their artistry. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wolf also uses rhetorical questions to spur the thinking of her audience. The questions also help the audience to read further so that they could get what the text talks about. They help her extrapolate her plot and therefore tell how women were discouraged from joining in issues that were masculine. Wolf also uses imagery where she describes women as unkempt even though they were insightful and intelligent. Beer (137) says, Wolf and her sister, in this case, refers to the rest of the women, that even though they were intelligent, they were not given platforms to use their intelligence. This was, therefore, devastating to both Wolf and her sister. 
The technique that Wolves uses evokes a lot of emotions on the reader. It makes the reader feel sorry for the state of Wolf and her fellow women. It also draws attention from those who are willing to empower women to show their potential to the society. The essay is, therefore, a very encouraging one since it speaks of the plight of women.  











Work Cited 
Beer, Gillian. "The island and the aeroplane: the case of Virginia Woolf." Virginia Woolf. Routledge, 2016. 132-161.
